HOME    LIFE    AT    SAYES    COURT
God and man: that debauchery is injurious to
growth, health, life, and indeed to the pleasures of
life; therefore, now that you are turning from child to
man, endeavour to follow the best precepts, and
choose such ways as may render you worthy of
praise and love. You are assured of your father's
care and my tenderness; no mark of it shall be
wanting at any time to confirm it to you, with this
reserve only, that you strive to deserve kindness by a
sincere honest proceeding, and not flatter yourself
that you are good whilst you only appear to be so.
Fallacies will only pass in schools. When you
thoroughly weigh these considerations, 1 hope you
will apply them to your own advantage, as well as to
our infinite satisfaction. I pray daily God would
inspire you with his grace, and bless you.
I am,
Your loving mother,
M. EVELYN."
There is nothing in young John's career which calls
for much comment. He joined the Middle Temple,
published his translation of Rapinus Hortorum, went
as a kind of honorary attache to Lord Berkeley
in France, and married in 1680 Martha Spencer.
Literary pursuits appealed to him as they did to his
father. He translated from the Greek of Plutarch
the life of Alexander the Great, and from the French
the history of two Grand Viziers. He also wrote
poems, some of which were printed in Dryden's
Miscellanies. In 1690 he purchased the place of
Chief Clerk of the Treasury, but was removed in the
following year. In 1692 he was appointed one of the
Commissioners of Revenue in Ireland, He returned
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